
Dynasties:
Dynamic 
Dynasties

Year 5/6 – Term 3 



Our project, 'Dynamic Dynasties’, will teach the children about the history of ancient China, 
focusing primarily on the Shang Dynasty, and explores the lasting legacy of the first five Chinese 
dynasties, some of which can still be seen in the world today.

We will learn about the chronological timeline of this engaging period of history and will explore 
the Dig at Yinxu, which famously provided evidence of the existence of the Shang Dynasty. We 
will investigate the hierarchy of the Shang Dynasty and how the actions of the last King led to the 
downfall of the Dynasty.

Our project will begin with a class performance of The Yellow Emperor and the Xia Dynasty 
playscript. The children will read through the script and act out the story, developing their 
understanding of the Xia Dynasty. Through class discussion, we will draw out the children’s 
understanding of the term dynasty, the hereditary nature of King Yu the Great’s choice and 
whether or not the children think that the story contains elements of truth.

Once we reach the end of the project, students will have an understanding of Shang Dynasty and 
have discovered other Bronze Age Civilisations. After developing and implementing key historical 
skills, children will be able to share the common aspects of the Bronze Age civilisations and those 
that were unique to the Shang Dynasty.



English
In English we are going to be studying 

a fiction and non-fiction text. 

The first unit we will be completing is a 
fiction piece based on ‘The Firework-
Maker’s Daughter’ by Philip Pullman. 
The text follows the character of Lila, 
the Firework-Maker’s Daughter, who 
wants to grow up to be a Firework-

Maker herself. Using the novella as the 
inspiration, the children will develop 

their own adventure story, utilising the 
key grammatical devices taught 

through the Jane Considine method of 
teaching.

Our second unit will be a non-fiction 
piece based on an Anglo-Saxon 

speech by Harold Godwinson (who 
was crowned the King of England in 

1066). The children will create their own 
persuasive speech based on a 

different Anglo-Saxon battle which 
could include one of the legendary 

battles between Grendel and Beowulf. 
Through this, students have the 

opportunity to develop their historical 
skills, understanding and writing.

Science
In this topic, Children will engage in a 
different approach to their science. 

They will use their science and link it to 
an historical event in context; the 

sinking of the Titanic.

This topic is based around applying the 
working scientifically skills that they 
have learned so far in their science 

lessons, to explore some of the 
scientific concepts behind the Titanic, 

e.g., floating and sinking. 

It will be be used as a good 
opportunity to embed, assess and 

observe working scientifically skills, as 
well as laying foundations for transition 

to KS3 science.

Maths

In Maths we will be continuing to focus on 
all areas of learning, preparing the Year 6 

for their move to Key Stage 3. 

For number we will continue to calculate 
using all four operations both mentally 

and through written methods.

For geometry we will be learning about 
translating shape in two and four 

quadrants using our knowledge of 
coordinates.

In measure we will be converting uniting 
of measure and calculating areas, 

perimeter and volume.

There will be a significant focus on using 
our knowledge to solve reasoning 

problems. 

There will also be a focus on assessment 
preparation. Familiarising the children with 
the type of questions they will be exposed 

to. 

Developing maths vocabulary is a key 
component of our lesson.  



History
We will: 
• Study of the history of ancient 

China, focusing primarily on the 
Shang Dynasty.

• Learn about Anglo-Saxon battle 
speeches

• Learn about the Titanic and the 
science behind the famous event.

Geography
We will: 
• Explore the location of China on 

a world map.
• Identify where the Shang Dynasty 

was located.
• Label the key geographical 

features within China.

Personal Development
We will: 
• Complete a SCARF unit of work 

which considers friendships and 
relationships. We will complete 
tasks on collaboration, identifying 
if we are a good friend, how to 
communicate effectively and 
how to be assertive.

R.E 
We will: 
• Focusing on the theme of ‘Beliefs 

and Moral Values’
• Exploring if Sikh stories are still 

important today? 
• Studying Hinduism and whether 

Brahman can be everywhere and 
in everything? 

Music 
We will: 
• Focus on Bossa and The Five Note 

Swing and other supporting tunes. 
wo tunes Three Note

• learn about the interrelated 
dimensions of music through 
playing instruments and 
improvising. 

• We will share our performance. 

Computing
We will: 
• Understand the different ways to 

search a database and use a 
database to answer questions 
correctly.

• Create a class database, designing a 
class avatar for a class database.

• Create our own database on a 
chosen topic.

Spanish
We will: 
• Learn how to say what we wear and 

develop our vocabulary of clothes.
• Learn how to say ‘I wear, you wear, 

he wears, she wears, we wear, you 
(plural) wear, they (masculine or 
mixed group) wear, they (feminine) 
wear’.

• Describe the colour of clothes.

P.E
We will: 
• Complete a unit on Tag Rugby.
• Design and perform a dance based 

on ‘The Firework-Marker’s Daughter’ 
and Chinese New Year.

• Swimming sessions.

Art & D.T 
We will: 
• Study of the colour wheel, 

exploring mixing tints, shades and 
tones.

• Learn about significant 
landscape artworks and features 
of landscapes before using this 
knowledge to create landscape 
paintings.



Additional Information

Key Dates 

Parents Meetings will take place 
week beginning 24th January 2022.

Home Learning

Each week, children in Year 5/6 will receive Home 
Learning for Maths and English each week. They 
will receive English Home Learning on a  Tuesday 

and Maths Home Learning on a Friday.
They will have the whole week to complete their 

tasks which will be marked in school and returned 
to them.

Reading

Students are expected to complete 
five Reading Journal entries every 

week.
They should focus on reading their 

Oxford Owl scheme book, or a 
Reading for Pleasure book, and will 
answer questions on their reading 

that day.

Other 

SATS club will commence at 8am 
from12th January 2022
To 16th February 2022.

P.E Day

In Year 5/6, our P.E day will be on a 
Friday. Some students will attend 

Swimming lessons, whilst the 
students that remain will complete 

their P.E lessons in school.
Please ensure that your child has 
appropriate PE clothing for the 

weather as we will endeavour to 
have our weekly lesson. 

Times tables 

Quick recall of times table facts are vital for your 
child to be able to access and work effectively in 

the UKS2 maths curriculum. We have asked the 
children to work hard at home to develop this 

knowledge. If you require any resources or support 
please do not hesitate to contact us.

Spelling

We are working in school to improve 
the quality of the children’s spelling 

within the phase
You have all received copies of the 
statutory spelling for KS2 along with 

Focus Five Sheet. Please continue to 
support your children in learning to 

spell these works. We have 
recommended that they learn the 
words they use most frequently in 

their writing first. Useful websites to support Learning
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize
https://www.mymaths.co.uk/
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/
https://www.purplemash.com/sch/thegrange-ox16
https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/
https://kids.nationalgeographic.com/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/history/forkids/index.shtml
https://www.twinkl.co.uk/go PIN CODE ACCESS: ZF1659
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